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What is the goal of English pronunciation for
Japanese future elementary school teachers:
Accuracy or intelligibility?

This paper aims to suggest the goal of English pronunciation for Japanese future elementary school teachers, whether they should
aim for native—like English pronunciation or understandable English not only to native English speakers, but also to non-native
English speakers

In our paper, 26 Japanese university students majoring in education and who would be future elementary school teachers were
asked to record ten sentences and dialogues. First, the recorded data were subjected to acoustic analysis in order to
investigate which phonological features were correctly pronounced. Second, ten native speakers of English (NSs) transcribed the
ten sentences and dialogues and evaluated how well they could understand the meaning of them from the perspective of
intelligibility.

We found that the following phonological features were pronounced incorrectly: (for segmentals) (1) /1/ and /r/ distinction,

(2) fricative substitutions, (3) weak pronunciation of fricatives, (4) no aspiration of plosives, (5) incorrect vowel length;
(for suprasegmentals) (6) no or the wrong stress assigned to a word or a compound word or phrase, (7) monotonous rhythm. In
terms of intelligibility, mainly, (1), (3), (4), (5), and (6) reduced understandability. The proper application of stress was
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The Effectiveness of Known-and-Unknown Word
Combinations for Novice Learners of English

Kasahara (2010; 2011) showed that learning a known—and-unknown word combination was superior in terms of retention and
retrieval of meaning to learning a single unknown word. Attaching a known word to a new word to be remembered facilitated the
retention and retrieval of the meaning of the target word. However, these studies obtained this result, employing high school
and university learners of English, who had already known thousands of English words. This combination learning can be effective
as far as learners already know one of the words in a combination. Here arises one question: Is this way of learning also
effective for learners at beginning level?

This study employed 78 first-year students at a junior high school, whose vocabulary sizes are still small, though they had
opportunities to see hundreds of English words at their elementary school. They were divided into two groups with the same
vocabulary size. One group was told to remember the 20 unknown target words; the other was instructed to remember the 20 two—
word collocations (known words + the target words). Each group was asked to define the meaning of the target words or the
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Developing Learner Autonomy Skills in the Classroom
Using the Learning How to Learn Worksheet

The presenters would like to discuss how teachers can help their students foster learner autonomy skills in the classroom. The
presentation will be centered on introducing the Learning How to Learn Worksheet developed by the presenters. The Worksheet is
based on promoting self-coaching skills in the classroom to support student autonomous English learning. After discussion of the
objectives of the Worksheet, the presenters will introduce how they used it in the Japanese University EFL classroom, and
present the learning outcomes of the class using student voice and questionnaire data. We hope to engage participants in
discussion of methods in which they can use to foster their students’ learner autonomy skills in the classroom and support
their students’ autonomous learning outside of class. The presentation may be of interest to those interested in the following
key words: Learner Autonomy, Self-Coaching, Materials Development, Learning How to Learn, and Learning Strategies
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Language use (languaging) has been identified as a contributor to language learning. Yet, compared to oral languaging, such as
collaborative dialogues in contextualized settings, little seems to be known about written languaging. In order to fill this
Metanotes (written languaging) in a translation gap, this study investigates languaging in the form of ‘metanotes’ , that is, metatalk in a written modality, in a

e = o= e . o task: Does L2 proficiency matter? decontextualized setting. Two groups of 24 Japanese learners of English at two different proficiency levels took metanotes while
@ HHEEERE K% FIAT 4T A IET (P K performing a translation task and subsequently checking a model. An analysis of the metanotes showed that the participants
English proficiency levels influenced their metanotes in terms of focus on the target form, and, to a lesser extent, quantity
and type. Moreover, the impact of learners’ task performance on their metanotes was investigated. The results were examined by
reviewing the findings of studies on language use in order to explore the potential function of written languaging
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Suggestions for the use of written feedback in the
form of recasts

The recast is the most frequently used oral feedback in classroom settings both in English as a second language and foreign
language learning environments. However, the effects of written recasts given to students’ writing have not been well examined
This study examined the effects of written recasts on 25 Japanese university students’ text revisions. In the first class after
summer vacation, students were assigned to write an essay on the topic of “My Summer Vacation.” The teacher-researcher wrote
written recasts in the blank space of each essay and in total, 125 written recasts were provided on students’ essays. In the
second session, one week after the first session, students were directed to revise their first draft referring to the recasts
The students’ revised essays were quantitatively and qualitatively analyzed from the point of views of accuracy, fluency and
complexity. The results showed that written feedback in the form of recasting is, in general, beneficial for learners to notice
their errors or mistakes leading them to repair with a 62% of success rate. The development of their writings from the first
draft to a revised version was examined from the points of accuracy, fluency and complexity. It was found that written recasts
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The effectiveness of top—down and bottom—up
shadowing

This study examines the effectiveness of top—down and bottom—up shadowing for the improvement of listening comprehension skills.
In the past decade, a number of studies have been conducted regarding shadowing in Japan. The past studies have uncovered the
mechanism of how shadowing works along with Baddely (2007)° s working memory theory. Although such studies have reported that
shadowing is effective for improving learners’ listening comprehension skills, teachers still have a question whether and how
shadowing should be used in classrooms. Kadota (2012) proposed concepts of top—down shadowing, shadowing after learning
contents, and bottom—up shadowing, shadowing before learning contents. This study attemps to answer which is more effective
bottom—up or top—down, and provide more practical implication for language teachers. Two groups of Japanese university freshmen
participated in the experiments (Bottom—up shadowing group : 27 males, 5 females; Top—down shadowing group: 5 males, 19
females). The instructor gave 8 lessons, and both groups used the same textbook that all the freshmen in the curriculam studied
The top—down shadowing group learned new vocabulary and content for the target passage, and then engaged in shadowing training;
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Effects of Task Repetition on Learners’ Attention

Shifts in L2 Speech Production

Task repetition is considered to increase learners’ fluency and complexity in their speech production at least temporarily;
because learners are already familiar with the content of task, they are capable of paying attention to form (Bygate, 2001)
Attention to linguistic form is recognized to be facilitative to develop learners’ interlanguage. However, it is questioned
that traditional performance analysis is the optimal method of capturing attentions shifts (Fukuta, 2013). Therefore, more
studies are desired about attention shifts in repeated task engagement. Research questions of the present study are as follows:
(1) In what way does task repetition influence attention orientation?

[@)) What is the difference in the attention orientation of the learners who performed the same task twice and the learners who
performed a new task of the same type?

The experiment required Japanese EFL learners to perform narrative tasks twice repeatedly. One group engaged in the same task
and the other group did a new task of the same type. The performance data and retrospective interviews were audio—recorded and
transcribed by the researcher. In terms of the performance data, the degree of speech complexity, accuracy, and fluency were
analyzed. The retrospective interview data were corded in terms of a coding scheme proposed in Fukuta (2013), and identified the
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In China, where English is taught as a foreign language, research has mainly focused on linguistic outcomes, as English is
treated as an instrument for economic success, modenization, and globalization. The formal settings of English learning in high
school are considered to be teacher—controlled, and students showed less intrinsic desire in such environments. According to
self-determination theory, an autonomy—supportive environment nurtures student’ s inner motivational resources. Teacher’ s
e [y - ’ sy 4 s gopspey [Enhancing Students’ Intrinsic Motivation in English |control of the environment could have direct influence on students. Students taught by autonomy-supportive teachers are likely
F B 2 e 2 8 B URBRF R Classroom:Focusing on Teachers’ Behavior to experience more positive educational outcomes than those taught by controlling teachers. The aim of this study is to
investigate whether teacher’ s autonomy-supportive behavior positively correlates with student’ s intrinsic motivation. The
experiment was conducted in a public high school in Wuhan, China for two months. Two classes of students participated as
treatment group (n=36) and control group (n=43). They received the instructions with the same content, but in different
settings, and their motivation was measured before and after the instruction. Teacher in charge of the treatment group used
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ST — ﬁﬁ i \4/;/\; 7J);17Aj§%75>’\ﬁ%ﬁﬂfcﬁ4g%bthl&iﬁé muﬁ /“ffﬁib?z{)-rz% g:cf%&l‘;\] 4%'5&( %/Ihlu
g P G2 L 5 - e SERL [ BT S ) foii f‘;ﬁ H A LT, T HE X O [E] A FASL 358 ERHNAE T E 6BV T THARERI R ENE ) & TXIRT 2 b
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if%jwwvrm% IR L THOTIERD, L LI LSV 22 SREOMEHE D 1 > Th 2 HEHIEOEV B TS, ZLT,
S5 . 1, i e S T L 8 %uaﬁmg BOTAED 1 2&ESnD GRS AR .,uufoVEﬁ)ﬂTZ)J 7o¥lziE, bk (1981, 2006) AFERLTWDH LI
wa s A o RO I | s, AL & £ i HIST BLom i eI LI, JETEH - B AN
S OFRESR OENZ OV T, %E%ﬂ~/\XICNALE‘E)ﬂb"C BT LTz, ZORR, m&EOMAIC IC B ENBN, 22 TR
FRTHE, FEHE - AOXHH OGO NIRRICHSE, #EEO ZEAMNGE *§103$%?E#§€:EIA)\R PURFIHZDEC, Lok
EHTH L NICOWTHRT 5.
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EXEE SR (Eng11<h grammar for learning) (X, SiEHWT OO DI (English grammar for language analysis) &%, @ HARE
&7’t&%&h %@mLﬁ&%&oTJ% BB, FENICEO BT, %E%@ﬁﬁ%géiﬁ¢7ﬁmrb7’t@A%@ﬁfrb
%, Keene (1969) D 0 AuE, kL IR A R guide TH D rule T2V, T O3k guide ThH D Z &iE, FEIESCEITITRHTY
LS BREBNAZTIFE |22 —2a rORDORREIESGEOBENS, % |TEED, 20, SHEFE I, Eﬁiﬁﬁfﬂﬂi@mput = intake = output &\ 7 AIFMET TilD Z EMNTERNVWETHY | 7(@15
KF) BREx B2 5 BAFIT T2 AEBNARE L, BENICZTANGWIA REE5EX 5 ERHEETH D,

AWFFETIX, LD guide THHRE LWND 15’ U AINS, beBhii & AV SO & GERD5IIRTUY 5 F54SCR (SV00) L 53R (SV0C) R L
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Ishikawa, 2010) TUi&HARAKGEFEH OWEBBEOMERIZOWT, SEEREEEGEE & D & & 2858 0 FIEOEBhBYE O F 48 72 0
WA L7z 0 T A AR 6D 2 ENRRENT NS, ARIFZETIE, 20X 5 ZREBBL G A O Y O—KAS, Hbtom <3285 DA
ATy MAELE 72 0 B MEE O SR L T BRI H D00 E D R LTz, @i oM IR LT EP‘.%“;@ﬁﬂifc SEDIRT IH—
ZRATTRA LR, 2 2 CORBBEONM, EWAEO Y — 7 2 A ROV OFWHEL, EBEFE OB ST EE RELTWD
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(S SHUNCPNEIN
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G HmHZERER | P ik A AN SEREE OB B O & BB o Btk

high/tal LiZFEME: (: HROELIEERINE) 285 & RIFICH 53 ZUTk LRI, fisemiciif sh b,
[@76A9: (1) The tower is tall/high.
%ﬁﬁﬁ’a:(zm. The wall is high.

b. *The wall is tall.

(3)a. The man is tall.

b. *The man is high.
Z D& 9 izhigh/tallidd B RBRITKE L CIRFFEICS S E 5 OIZ, BIOMREEICITHTERIM <, :@ﬁiﬂ%@[_‘ﬁ B EI & o TR R
AT D ABFETIEZ O 2 FROW KIS SR & OMFBURIES HAGRIE 2 7 22 =054, BT & B b LaRste L
THRT 5, SOICHBEOEBHI L L COL—/L % S ILERARRERIC I & U CIRRAY, @%E@L:%ET&E%%%& LEDAEMEE FET 5,

[Fl#&fhigh/ tal IO AT & & ILERANREER I
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Some recent studies in second language (L2) grammatical processing argue about L2 learners’ wultimate attainment in lexical and
semantic aspects of grammatical processing. For one theoretical stance, Clahsen and Felser (2006) in their comprehensive view of
L2 grammatical processing (Shallow Structure Hypothesis or SSH), postulate that L2 learners can utilize lexical—-semantic
information in real-time processing as native speakers do, but not syntactic and morphological information. However, very little
is known about L2 learners’ online sensitivity to violations of non-structural, non-morphological, and relatively context—
independent semantic constraints. Thus, this study examines whether highly proficient Japanese learners of English can utilize
information of semantic constraints on prenominal adjective orders during their real—-time comprehension. In English, when
multiple prenominal adjectives modify a noun, there are linear procedures of semantic classes to apply (e.g., a fine red cup /
?? a red fine cup). It is also known that violations of those semantic constraints strongly affect native speakers

comprehension (Kenninson, 2010). In the present study, twenty—four highly proficient Japanese learners of English completed

4y ~. |Measuring Japanese EFL Learners’ Implicit Knowledge
7 | =
@ HHrEREE K% ik i%ﬁz)ﬁﬁ:(%uiﬁ% of Semantic Constraints: A Case of English

EE Prenominal Adjective Orders
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S HIEARELHE N DD Z LAVHI LT,




SREM =

ik

s gRE (1imR)

T4 5 O TR B 5 SR TRRZEIC 35 < g4 o
A RPEOIREIC B 5 B4

524 a0 O W EVEHINHE H A ANSGEREEICE > THEECH D, O EPRFED FRFEEETT O, IEMICHFARRIRA TE RWFKO 1212

7o TND, AW TIE, M4 GO RIS 2 RATHRIC D & | B4 m 0 [ FEMEOIREICET 2 B8 E1T ), LTI, R - A
B 2D D 2 & OZYME, A A — UK WK B MO AR H U725 1 O G TREME . TR OB &0 WA RS 5 5
{L@thfﬁi MR ZBEEZR L TND0E S & o T HIB R —fikGR fctmrw.’mxtu\ot#ul*drm%fcﬂ%b\rnfﬁrifdﬁﬁin“?’_t@
FMME FITOWTRE L, B4 O n FMERE G IEC O W TRET 5, BARMICIE, W - RaRoO 2 SOXSORMBME, 1FEAERTH
Tﬁbhé%ﬂtﬁﬁ 4Mﬁ@mﬁ@ﬁ¢mb7%@&LMLT%E#&%%ﬁ\ﬁﬁﬁ%4%~9%ﬂﬁbtﬁéﬁ&@wﬁ\%aowr

SRELM =

R

ik

B & (R RER
Fh) - SRHE A RS
RF)

A AR N SGEFEE O PRI
(273

BIH LWL« IR

L, SEEHRERET D,

ARANBGEFEENET LT DM E2 TR0 X 0 RN EEEZ B X 5120, AE I PHAAEE LCHRERO FIETHEAAKR
A DIFH HHFROSHTIIA TOMEY ThdH, £F, FEEFOMNEZ L LIZIFFHOREERTF—T7—
RERD, FEENGE LB TN R TL DBEARE Lz, 2 LT, FHERENCE BNy A 0O IE S A FH
oo FRIROHTHER S & FEEH DNEDEE A D 5F & AURSRIEZ KB L, AUBSIEOBY R O3 iz >0 T LTWAZ Enbis
7oo LU, BUESRIECOAL THEIE T were TH Y | A5 ZFRWZRFH O IEZSHRI356. 7% Td ¥ . BRI BUE 1O IEZ 3 (80. 0%) 12D LK
Mol, ZOZENDH, RFAELDIEIZ DWW TR OIIRIHRRIIN A TH Y | ZABRR TS EZRRICEME TE TOW RN LRB S
j

ZPBY 2 B R J & MREE L7

SEEM =

ik

K5 #&i&E McGill
University)

BENT D NS MR (T4 M rR) OXEFE
DN RO EHIRGE

& 5 FFE O SUEERICEEE OWRE 2T S8 2 SFEHE (form—focused task) NIER A RIESELIERH L Z L1T£< @BWE'C?E“ =
NTWD, KIFFETIE, 4 T8I 7~ 7> b #Z 227 (pushed-output task) 12 TdhD [ 427 b7 1o A (dictogloss) | IZHEH LT, #
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The Meaning of the ‘Natural’ Use of Oral
Corrective Feedback

Oral corrective feedback (CF) is a common practice by second and foreign language (L2) teachers across various teaching contexts
(Sheen, 2004), and it is said that CF “arises naturally out of the performance of a communicative task” (Basturkmen, Loewen, &
Ellis, 2004, p. 244). The word natural is commonly used by both researchers and teachers when describing the thoughts of L2
teachers’ use of CF. However, a conclusive meaning of natural in this context has never been examined to date

The present study investigated the meaning of a natural use of CF as used by three ESL teachers in the US with varying teaching
experiences through three classroom observations (50 minutes for each), two interviews and two stimulated recalls (1 hour for
each). The content analysis shows that their definitions of the term naturalness were far from uniform, but threefold: error
correction was natural to them because (a) that is what people do in daily conversations, (b) it was done automatically and
unconsciously, and (c) it was a part of their job as a teacher. In addition, their classroom practices of CF basically supported
their definition of naturalness. This implies that L2 teachers as well as teacher educators need to examine how each teacher
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Let your students do their work: L2 self and
autonomous learning behavior

The present study quantitatively investigated how Japanese EFL learners’ ideal L2 self and ought—to L2 self are related to
their autonomous English learning behavior inside and outside the classroom. In order to collect the data, a questionnaire was
administered to 236 Japanese university students in their English classes, and measured their ideal L2 self, ought-to L2 self
English learning effort, and autonomous learning behavior. The result showed that, both of the ideal L2 self and English
learning effort were positively related to autonomous behaviors inside and outside the classroom. The ought—to L2 self showed
significant correlations with these behaviors, but they were weak. With cluster analysis, it was confirmed that L2 learning
effort is the highest when both of ideal and ought—to L2 self are high, which was in line with Konno (2011). It was also found
that these two L2 selves were associated with autonomous behaviors differently. Students who had very high ideal and ought—to L2
selves demonstrated that they tend to behave autonomously inside and outside the classroom, while those who had very high ideal
but very low ought—to L2 self perceived that they are autonomous outside the classroom but not in the classroom. It can be said
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The Influence of Social Factors on Japanese
University Students’ Motivation to Speak English

This study examined the motivation of Japanese university students to speak English. It concentrates on three aspects: (a) the
influence of various social factors, (b) their correlation with the motivation to speak English, and (c) the relationship
between the motivation to speak English and subjects’ confidence in their own English speaking ability. 454 undergraduates
participated in this study, indicating their motivation and self-confidence to speak English using a questionnaire created by
the authors

Results suggest that factors not directly related to students’ immediate learning environment seem to have a strong influence
on their desire to speak English. This was also observed when the students’ majors were compared, indicating that regardless of
what students majored in at university, people outside of their learning institute were more influential than their teachers and
peers.

Furthermore, the correlations of all social factors and the motivation to speak English were stronger for students not majoring
in English than those who did. The influence of teachers, especially, seems to be an important factor for non—-English major
students, suggesting that English major students are more intrinsically motivated to speak English
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Developing effective pronunciation instruction for
a speech contest

This study aims both to investigate an effective method for instructing pronunciation for a speech contest as well as to enhance
the quality of students’ pronunciation within a short period of time without students experiencing any difficulty. The
participants were second-year students (120 students in total) attending at a junior high school attached to a national
university. The instruction was given during the first 20 minutes of six consecutive classes (two hours in total). Focusing on
rhythm and intonation, the instruction was designed to demonstrate the production of individual sounds and to have students
practice minimal pairs. The participants were separated into two groups. One group was taught explicitly and the other
implicitly. The participants were asked to record fixed sentences on a voice—recorder three separate times (the pretest, the
posttest, and the delayed test). The recordings were assessed by five raters (three native speakers of English and two non—
native speakers of English) using a five—point-Likert scale, which is a part of the scale used in the Cambridge First
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Boon or Boondoggle:
in Schools

the LDP’ s Current Push for ALTs

In late April 2013, the LDP drafted a proposal to increase the number of JET Programme ALTs to approximately 10,000, more than
double the current number of participants. This announcement came as a surprise to many of the program’ s current participants
as well as to the teachers and local education officials with whom they work. The overarching questions ALTs, educators, and
administrators seemed to have had were, “Why?” and “What is the purpose?” Apparently Tokyo’ s image of how ALTs contribute
to language education is at odds with how ALTs and educators view their role, which is perhaps the more realistic of the two.
Therefore, the purpose of this research is first to identify exactly what ALTs are contributing to language education and to
evaluate whether or not the LDP’ s English language education policy will help or hinder Japanese students. Following a bottom—
up approach, this paper represents the first step of a broader research project and draws upon data collected from current JET
Programme participants in Hokkaido and Tohoku. Doubling the number of ALTs in three years (as the LDP’ s draft states) is
rather drastic and will no doubt send waves through the education community. But, if we understand what is really happening
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The Effects on Native Speakers and Non—native
Speakers of English of Syllable Duration on Word
Recognition: A Comparative Study

Speakers adjust syllable duration according to the number of syllables within a word, and this in turn facilitates the speech
processing of the listeners. Katayama (2012) has reported that syllable duration affects the ability of native English speakers
and Japanese speakers to discriminate compound words from two separate words. On the basis of her results, she here investigates
whether syllable duration has an absolute value that constitutes a word boundary. The author therefore raises the following
research question: Does syllable duration have an absolute value that affects the word recognition of native English speakers
and L2 learners of English?

Two compound words (greenhouse and goldfish) were selected as the target and the first syllables were lengthened by 20ms, 40ms
60ms, 80ms and 100ms (in Katayama’ s study (2012) the stimuli were lengthened by 100ms). Groups of native English speakers and
Japanese speakers were presented with 12 kinds of stimuli (2 words x 6 steps) as well as two pictures of the target words. For
example, the participants were simultaneously given the pictures of a greenhouse and a green house and, on hearing the stimuli,
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Situated within the framework of systemic functional linguistics (SFL), this study investigated writers’ lexicogrammatical
choices in academic summaries. The participants were 30 undergraduate students at different proficiency levels. In line with the
SFL theory, the students’ academic summaries were investigated through an in—depth qualitative analysis of their
. . . , [lexicogrammatical choices to reconstruct the pre—existing meanings conveyed in the source text. The findings showed that
A systemic functional analysis of college students P N s ! i’ . . . .

B iR R Jo S4F v B 2T U A acadenic summaries: The role of grammatical prof%c%ency effectslwere malfkgdly observed in the students 4m§an1ng*mak1ng choices to sumarlze ‘Fhe source 1nformat19n.
Specifically, the high proficiency group demonstrated the ability to condense the source information through combinations and
superordinations by using grammatical metaphors, while the lower proficiency group had difficulties creating such metaphorical
expressions and, as a result, they relied on more prototypical forms with only minor changes at the lexical level. The findings
also revealed that grammatical metaphors were used by the higher proficiency group for various rhetorical purposes, such as
generalization, reasoning, and scientific repreﬁentatlon whlch contributed to the creation of more rhetorically successful
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This study examines the relationship between pragmatic awareness, in addition to grammatical awareness, and vocabulary knowledge
of Japanese EFL learners. Interlanguage pragmatics has gained more attention from SLA researchers. Within the field of
interlanguage pragmatics, pragmatic awareness along with grammatical awareness has been investigated in relation to overall L2
M Pt (EESERE proficiency, study abroad experience, and length of residence in the target language community, and motivation. The pragmatic
B T e P 28y L ok B (b Japanese EFL learners’ L2 pragmatic and grammatical [competence existing with other organizational knowledge is one of the significant components in the Bachman’ s communicative
v ¥ ;j(""‘) - awareness in relation to vocabulary knowledge competence model (1990). However, little research has been done to investigate the relationship between pragmatic awareness and
AT specific organizational knowledge. This study adopted two vocabulary knowledge scales, Vocabulary Size Test (Nation & Beglar,
2007) and Word Association Test (Read, 1998), to measure the width and depth of vocabulary knowledge. The pragmatic and
grammatical awareness task from Bardovi-Harlig & D?rnyei (1998) was used to elicit learners¥¥¥ pragmatic and grammatical
. 204 Japanese EFL learners participated in the study. The results showed that the difficulties in identifying both
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Last year, I was invited to participate in the International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP) by the US Department of State.
This program was attended by twenty—two English teachers from all regions of the world. During the program, I frequently
expressed my opinions and raised questions in the meetings. Interestingly, the other participants were surprised by my behavior.
This experience made me aware that many people in the world consider the Japanese to be hesitant to express their thoughts in
N ST (4 L Lo . . public. Therefore, I think it is essential for teachers in Japan to give students critical thinking skills so they can
A =2 =¥ A%/Ei?—; 5 ,;:)“ g%ﬂlﬁlgai T}lnnklng in EFL Classrooms in Japanese confidently participate in discussions.

P e 1gh schools According to research in teacher cognition, it is common for teachers to teach in the same way they were taught. Therefore, the
traditional way of teaching is likely to be repeated. Although traditional ways of teaching have their benefits, they can
sometimes take away studentsYYY opportunities to think and grow themselves as independent and critical thinkers
Critical thinking is defined by Dr. Linda Elder as self-guided, self-disciplined thinking which attempts to reason at the
highest level of quality in a fair-minded way. People who think critically, she states, consistently attempt to live rationally
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The junior high school version of the Minimal English Test (JMET) originated from the Minimal English Test (MET) created by
Maki et al. (2003), which was designed to measure university freshmen’ s English proficiency within a short period of time. Maki
B 1 <7 (Mgl et al. (2011) created the JjMET based on New Horizon English Courses 1-3 (GMET(H)), and found a strong correlation between the
VKB %?#ﬁ&@zﬁ scores on the JMET(H) and the total scores on the Achievement Tests for the 8th and 9th graders. Furthermore, Maki et al. (2012)
@ [EeEs Hh b S - 5 A R ;£§£> . Jessica . " |The junior Minimal English Test: A Measurement Tool [created a new version of the JMET based on New Crown English Series 1-3 (JMET(C)) and found a strong correlation between the
" DUNTON(Seb;MoCha for Junior High School Students’ EFL Proficiency scores on the JMET(C) and the total scores on the Achievement Tests for the 8th and 9th graders.

Elementary School) In this research, using the jMET(H) and JjMET(C), we investigated whether the jMETs would have strong correlations with the
total scores on the Term and Achievement Tests. The participant of this research is 274 junior high school students (9th
graders). Through the analysis, we found (i) that the JMET(H) had strong correlations with the total scores on the Term Test
(r=.78, p<.001), and with the total scores on the Achievement Test (r=.71, p<.001), and (ii) that the JjMET(C) also had strong
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The present study replicated and expanded Fotos (1993) by using both online and offline measure to investigate how grammar
consciousness—raising (CR) task influences ESL learners’ noticing of present and past counterfactual conditionals, in
subsequent input, and their gains in explicit knowledge of the target structures. Even though the theoretical rationale behind
consciousness—raising task partly relies on the Noticing Hypothesis (Schmidt, 1990), little empirical research investigated how
B iR R Jo ik mAF Consciousness—raising and noticing revisited noticing is facilitated by the consciousness—raising, what levels of conscious awareness are elicited, or direct or indirect CR

make a difference in terms of learner¥¥Y¥ s noticing. Reading and underlining as a measure of noticing is problematic not only
that the students are likely to underline what they are expected to, but also only the fact that the target structure was

underlined does not provide detailed information about what levels of attention the students attended, and it is difficult to
distinguish whether the underlined structure was processed as form or meaning. Therefore, in the present study, retrospective
interview as an offline measure of noticing was added to examine learner’ s complex cognitive process during the underlining
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